A Learner Driver Mentor Program Comparison

L2P

L2P is a group of volunteers that provide the
means for many drivers young and old to get
sufficient hours of supervised driving to gain their
P plates. L2P provides an automatic car for the
students to learn in and the car also features a
second passenger side brake pedal.

L2P operates in the Murraylands Region with
students from Mt Barker, Murray Bridge,
Callington, Mannum, Tailem Bend, Kanmantoo,
etc. and caters for students young and old
including many migrant workers.

Students generally come from backgrounds that
have offered them limited opportunity for driving
supervised in a registered car. Students are often
funded by job providers as a means for them to
gain employment.

L2P is not a driving school and does not compete
with the local driving schools. L2P provides the
same training as a Mum or Dad may have
provided for many other students. L2P does not
provide in-depth training or assessment but rather
a friendly mentor to provide them with
suggestions.

L2P delivers so many outcomes, apart from a
license, for the program participants.

Our mentors come from a variety of backgrounds,
and we have male and female mentors. All have
current police checks and child safe induction
training and our car has two cameras that record
both the road and those driving and supervising
during the entire journey and conversations.

Fact:

Local employment agents and employers have
ongoing problems sourcing staff. There are
numerous job opportunities locally and
substantially more that will develop soon. The
limiting factor for many of these job seekers is a
driver’s license.

Our mentors all feel that they can give back to
our community through their work with L2P.
They can make a real change to people’s lives.
For many it allows them to establish links with
younger generations or people from different
cultures that are often not easily made in a
regional town.

Students

Our students come from diverse

backgrounds. These include single parents, long
term unemployed, NDIS, apprentices, school
students, members of LGBTQ community,
Indigenous, migrant workers, people who have
previously held a license and lost it, socially
isolated people in rural areas, etc. etc.

Sitting in a car for an hour or two each week the
students build up a strong bond with their mentor.
The students often feel comfortable enough to
open up and talk about the issues that confront
their day to day existence. Issues such as
homelessness, mental health, drug dependency,
depression, anxiety, financial budgeting, and
issues at home are some of the issues discussed
on our drives.

Many of our mentors have relevant training in
these areas and all have life experience and
different contacts in the local area. Many of our
mentors provide help with applying for work,
rental agreements, budgeting, resumes, training
suggestions, etc. We can open up the students to
the huge opportunities that life in this area
presents that many are unaware of.

Many employers are located out of the town
centre and the lack of a license precludes them
from employment. There is very limited public
transport, and it is often unaffordable to travel
long distances. Sadly, many students that can
gain employment will buy a car and drive without
a license, which is the only option they believe
rather than unemployment. L2P certainly keeps
many people out of the court system and provides
the license that means they will not run the risk of
crippling fines and imprisonment which preclude
many people from employment for many years.

The provision of a license is life changing for
many local families. It expands the educational
opportunities of the entire family, allows them to
access health services not available in their town
and endless social opportunities. Having a license
gives young people the chance to participate in
sport, sport that is competitive if you can travel.
Sport builds teamwork and teamwork helps
develop life skills which is all part of becoming an
adult. A contributor to the community and their
country.

None of these are available if they must rely on
public transport.



